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J A E P L 

The Assembly for Expanded Perspectives on Learning (AEPL), an official 
assembly of the National Council of Teachers of English, is open to all those 
interested in extending the frontiers of teaching and learning beyond traditional 
disciplines and methodologies. 

The purposes of AEPL, therefore, are to provide a common ground for 
theorists, researchers, and practitioners to explore ideas on the subject; to 
participate in programs and projects on it; to integrate these efforts with others 
in related disciplines; to keep abreast of activities along these lines of inquiry; 
and to promote scholarship on and publication of these activities. 

The Journal of the Assembly for Expanded Perspectives on Learning, 

JAEPL, meets this need. It provides a forum to encourage research, theory, and 
classroom practices involving expanded concepts of language. It contributes to a 
sense of community in which scholars and educators from pre-school through the 
university exchange points of view and cutting-edge approaches to teaching and 
learning. JAEPL is especially interested in helping those teachers who 
experiment with new strategies for learning to share their practices and confirm 
their validity through publication in professional journals. 

Topics of interest include but are not limited to: aesthetic, emotional, and 
moral intelligence; archetypes; body wisdom; care in education; creativity; felt 
sense theory; healing; holistic learning; humanistic and transpersonal psychology; 
imaging; intuition; kinesthetic knowledge; meditation; narration as knowledge; 
reflective teaching; silence; spirituality; and visualization. 

Membership in AEPL is $20. Contact Laurence Musgrove, AEPL 
Membership Chair, Department of English, ASU Station 10894, Angelo State 
Universty, 2601 W. Avenue N, San Angelo, TX 76909. email: 
musgrove@angelo.edu. Membership includes that year's issue of JAEPL. 

Send submissions, address changes, and single copy requests to 
Joonna S. Trapp, Co-Editor, JAEPL. email: jtrapp@waynesburg.edu 

Address letters to the editor and all other editorial correspondence to 
Joonna S. Trapp, Co-Editor, JAEPL. email: jtrapp@waynesburg.edu 

Visit our JAEPL website at <http://sworps. utk. edu/aepl/jaepl>. 
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Editors' Message 

I
n 1996, on a gloomy Sunday afternoon in Chicago, Linda and Kris were strug­
gling to pack new books, posters, flyers, and clothes into suitcases for our 

return home from NCTE. Then the phone rang. AEPL chair and founding member 
Dick Graves called with an invitation that changed our professional lives: "Would 
you consider editing JAEPL?" We looked at each, stunned at the opportunity and 
the board's confidence in our abilities. The packing forgotten, we asked ourselves, 
"Would we consider it? Could we possibly live up to the high standards set by 
Alice Brand, the journal's founding editor?" As charter members of AEPL, we 
had been involved with the assembly from its inception, we had both published 
in the early issues of the journal, and we had both served on the board, Kris as ex 
officio member and Linda as secretary. Without a doubt, we were engaged with 
and dedicated to AEPL. But could we do the journal justice? 

That cold Sunday afternoon marked the beginning of our work with JAEPL, 

and, now, on a sultry summer day in 2009, we write our last editors' message, 
welcoming Joonna Smitherman Trapp and Brad Peters as the incoming co­
editors of JAEPL. More than 12 years have passed, and more than 11 co-edited 
volumes have been mailed to assembly members and to those committed to our 
precepts but outside of our organization. During that time, we have had the privi­
lege of working with scholar-teachers exploring nontraditional topics that have 
renewed and enriched the goals that form AEPL's core. We look back over our 
work and plot our editorship according to the themed issues that arose from each 
year's accepted submissions, beginning with "Mind, Body, Spirit: Teachers Mak­
ing Connections" and ending with "The Believing Game." And we have been 
blessed that NCTE has also found value in those themes, selecting through a 
rigorous review process volumes 4 through 14 for national promotion through 
their web site and catalog. We have high hopes that Volume 15, guest edited by 
Peter Elbow, will also receive that same recognition. 

We are grateful for the confidence that Dick, Alice, and the long ago board 
had in our abilities. The experience of working with each other, with a cadre of 
top-notch reviewers, and with writers dedicated to researching and teaching be­
yond conventional boundaries has been rewarding beyond measure. We are con­
fident that Joonna and Brad will discover the same gratification, the same joy. So 
we are again packing. But instead of books, papers, and clothes, instead of suit­
cases in a hotel bedroom, we box up 12 years of co-editing to send with warmest 
congratulations to Joonna and Brad, who will take the journal in new and excit­
ing directions.[Q) 
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